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_—— _FA]?RFIELD —1In 20{}0
Thomas Lawlor and h_ls
fnend Claudio Sauza, niew
fathers at the time, decided to”
kick off the millennium by
doing something dramatic —
jumping into the frigid
waters of Soufhport Harbor
on New Yedr’s Day.

- ‘Nine years later, they kepr ‘

the Ninth Annual Farcical =
Aguatic Ceremony-alive
Thursday morning, and were

) joiﬁed by more than 20 other

' men and one woman ¢n what
Lawlor deseribed as “by far.

: the coldést day yet,” with
Water temperatures — at 43
degrees — “that felt ]Jke the

"North Pole.”

o We couddn’t even jump
off the usual dock area
Because it-was piled high~

_mth ice, we had to walk over

solid ice and jump off some

tocks;” said Lawlor, 47,

#When 1 hit the iey water and

o ent under I was instantly

umb from head to toe. I wag

Just 2 feet under, but I didn’t

Know if I would make it back

to the top Iwas hterally

- frozen.”

i Lawlor said it was ever,
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i ashore n Southpnrt Harhur on New Years Bay after jumpmg into the _frigid water in henor
5 from epidermuiysas builusa a fraglle skm ﬂlsease C T -

" For more information on’
- epidermaoiysis bullosa, visit

www.ebkifis.org.'

. too eold for a oac'mper
‘brovght in for the ceremony,

Bill McCormack, to wear a.

 kiltor pay more than two

s0ngs on his frozen instru-

‘ment.

Lawlor emlamed that.
while the event’s name is
deriven from a scene in the
classic film “Monty Python
and the Holy Grail,” the New
Year’s Day plunge is now
dedicated to raising money
for a ittle known fragile skin
disease — epidermolysis
Indiosa.

Lawlor said this is ﬂw.e
second year the group dedi-
cated the plunge in honor of
10-year-old Shane DiGiovan-
na, a fourth-grade student 4t

- Wil Hill'School in Fairfield -
‘who suffers from the often
‘fatal disease. Shane was at

the event Thursda:y and his
father, Charles, was. among

" those who “took the plunge ”

Lawlor said.
“We raised $4,000 from the
people who Jumpe_d nand
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Shane DlGlovanna 10, waves o friends as he and his father,; -
- Gharles, walk out to Ye Yacht Yard in Southport fo watch frlem!s
jump into Seuthport Harbor.

* Fairfield — — was among those
who Jumped into thei 1cy
Charbor.

sponsors,” Lawlor said.
Lawlor said only one
woman — Ay Dutter, of

-




